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offered him the vacant position, with two rooms at the top
of the Royal Institution, and twenty-five shillings per week.
Faraday was then twenty-one. His letters to Abbott
show that his robust intelligence had already obtained a
considerable knowledge of science. He had begun to
experiment, and his observations had already shown marks
of originality. As the letters of a journeyman bookbinder
they are remarkable, but not particularly- remarkable as the
letters of a first-class genius who had already reached man-
hood. Faraday was not precocious. He was born poor,
but taught a creed whose narrowness enabled him to adapt
himself to poverty as well as possible. He had a good and
intelligent employer in his youth. He had the luck to be
engaged by Davy at the Royal Institution. By the age of
twenty-one, his account of good and bad fortune had at
least balanced, and then it immediately tilted heavily on
to the credit side. He became one of the most fortunate
of men.
As soon as he had settled in the Royal Institution he
began to study the art of lecturing. "It may, perhaps,
appear singular and improper that one who is entirely
unfit for such an office himself, and who does not even
pretend to any of the requisites for it, should take upon him
to censure and to commend others/' He then explains
to Abbott the features that he considers desirable in a lecture
room, such as ventilation and the arrangement of entrances
and exits. Polite audiences "expect to be entertained not
only by the subject of the lecture, but by the manner of the
lecturer; they look for respect, for language consonant to
their dignity, and ideas on a level with their own. The
vulgar—that is to say in general, those who will take the
trouble of thinking, and the bees of business—wish for
something that they can comprehend. . , , Lastly, listeners
expect reason and sense, whilst gazers only require a
succession of words." In his next letter to Abbott he
continues his theory of lecturing. The lecture should be
delivered at a time convenient to the sort of audience for
which it is intended. The lecture table should not be
cluttered with apparatus, and experiments should be evenly

